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ABSTRACT 
This paper explores the critical role of advanced composite materials in the aerospace industry, 
highlighting their significance in enhancing structural efficiency and performance. With a focus on the 
fundamental properties, manufacturing processes, and specific applications of these materials, the paper 
provides an in-depth analysis of how composites like carbon fiber-reinforced polymers (CFRPs) have 
revolutionized aerospace engineering. The discussion includes the benefits of composites in terms of 
strength-to-weight ratios, durability, and corrosion resistance, as well as the latest manufacturing 
techniques such as resin transfer molding (RTM) and vacuum-assisted resin infusion (VARI). The paper 
also examines the design and analysis processes involved in using composites for aerospace structures, 
emphasizing their increasing adoption in various aircraft and spacecraft applications. 
Keywords: Advanced Composite Materials, Aerospace Engineering, Carbon Fiber-Reinforced Polymers 
(CFRPs), Strength-to-Weight Ratio, Resin Transfer Molding (RTM). 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Advanced composite materials play an important role in the development of aerospace for various 
applications. With the emerging trends towards the use of composite materials in structural applications 
such as aerospace engineering, it is important to instigate the global point of view at an early stage. The 
application of advanced composite materials is a multidisciplinary technological necessity, which has a 
wider range of industrial applications and has also diversified rapidly. There is an essential requirement 
for composite materials in the division of a specialist designing group in industrial applications, which is 
unstoppable to certain positions that justify numerous requests. In recent years, the use of advanced 
composite materials in aerospace structural applications has increased and will further upsurge in the 
approaching years [1]. This essay essentially provides an overview of recently developed advanced 
industrial composite materials for aerospace structural applications, which have a variety of applications 
and modifications worldwide. The major advantages of advanced composites in an aerospace engineering 
point of view are fundamentally their enhanced strength-to-weight ratio as reviewed meteorically in this 
essay. Apart from these major advantages, there is much more truthfulness and potential savings on 
lower frequency, cost, and functional attributes. However, despite this belief, the idea of creativity has 
demonstrated the flexibility and the probable uses of advanced composite materials in the developing field 
of various domains [2]. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMPOSITE MATERIALS 
Composites are one of the most widely used materials in aerospace, aircraft, and numerous other 
industries. The main aim of using composite materials is to achieve a lighter and stronger structure at the 
same time. These materials provide various beneficial features, including high tensile strength, lighter 
weights, less maintenance, good damping property, high thermal and chemical resistance, and better 
performance under highly demanding environmental conditions. Composite materials consist of two main 
constituents: a matrix and a reinforcement. Both these constituents work together and produce a 
composite as one material that has completely distinct properties with respect to either constituent on its 
own. The properties of composite materials depend greatly on the primary constituents and their 
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properties, as well as the unique architecture or design [3]. Composite materials have varying properties 
and characteristics, including moisture absorption, thermal expansion, density, porosity, thermal 
conductivity, mechanical properties, tribological properties, and environmental behavior. The main types 
of composites are carbon fiber reinforced polymers (CFRPs), glass fiber reinforced polymers (GFRPs), 
and aramid fiber reinforced polymers. These composites have unique features that make them suitable for 
specific applications. The aerospace industry mainly uses CFRPs and GFRPs, while natural fiber 
composites have potential for reducing cost, weight, and environmental impact [1]. 

TYPES OF COMPOSITE MATERIALS 
The place of composite materials within the scope of materials is depicted in detail in Figure 2. According 
to the aforementioned graph, classification types are divided into main groups: (i) metal matrix 
composites (MMCs) consisting of a metal matrix such as aluminum, within which reinforcement materials 
can be found like SiC, Al2O3, B4C, and C; (ii) ceramic matrix composites (CMCs) in which reinforcement 
materials are embedded in ceramic-based matrices; and (iii) polymer matrix composites (PMCs) in which 
thermoset or thermoplastic reinforced polymers or even carbon or glass matrices are present. PMCs can 
also be grouped into further categories as continuous, discontinuous, and particulate composites. In MMC 
components, the cascading crack propagation and cohesive failure mostly occur at the interfaces between 
the reinforcement particles and the matrix because there is a greater difference in the moduli of the 
reinforcing agent and the matrix [4]. Fiber-reinforced composites (FRC) made from metal, ceramic, or 
polymer matrix, and carbon and glass are conductor materials. They are categorized as SiC/SiC, 
SiC/Si3N4, C/C, C/SiC, and SiC/B4C based on chemical structures. FRCs are grouped into metal-, 
polymer-, and ceramic-based types. They are cheaper than MMCs, have low densities, high strengths, and 
can withstand higher temperatures. MMCs are used for aerospace parts. Composite materials are widely 
used in spare parts and antenna components of aircraft. 

PROPERTIES AND CHARACTERISTICS 
Advanced composite materials are unique and possess high strength-to-weight ratios. They are generally 
of lower weight, highly stable, and provide protection against environmental degradation. The carbon 
fiber-reinforced plastic (CFRP) and fiber-reinforced composite materials are known for their properties of 
high strength and stiffness, low weight, corrosion resistance, and oxidation. These characteristics make 
them highly suitable for applications where high strength-to-weight ratio and high stiffness are required. 
CFRPs are widely used in the aerospace industry. This guide is therefore aimed at helping understand 
composite materials and their specific characteristics related to aerospace applications [5]. Composite 
materials exhibit a markedly different behavior from other conventional construction materials. 
Composites might be less tough than, say, steel, yet they are lightweight and stiff. This unique 
combination of properties has made composites desirable in aerospace engineering (and other 
transportation modes) as engineers try to maximize the use of strong, stiff, yet lightweight materials. The 
unique characteristics of advanced composites include: high strength with lightweight - most composites 
have high strength-to-weight to help maximize a design's efficiency; reduced part count - advanced 
composites allow reduced part count when compared to metallics, improving manufacturing efficiency 
and reducing operational cost; durability - in comparison to metals, advanced composites provide 
excellent long-term durability and corrosion resistance. Advanced composites offer superior fatigue, 
impact, and damage tolerance properties in comparison with metallic structures, leading to an extension 
of structural life and minimizing repair and associated downtime [6]. 

MANUFACTURING PROCESSES FOR COMPOSITE MATERIALS 
Manufacturing processes for composite components are crucial in determining the properties and weight 
of the final product. Advanced composites used in aerospace, land, and sea vehicles require high 
performance in mechanical properties and durability. The fiber reinforcements and resin used in the 
laminates play a key role in the microstructure and mechanical properties of the composites. These 
reinforcing techniques and resin transfer methods are essential in the design of the composite 
manufacturing process. There are two categories of manufacturing processes: primary forming processes 
and secondary processes. This section focuses on reinforcing techniques and resin transfer technology. 
Four main reinforcing techniques are used: braiding, weaving and warp-knitting, stitching, tufting, and a 
three-dimensional reinforced technique. Two main types of resin transfer technology are used: Resin 
Infusion under Flexible tooling or Vacuum Assisted Resin Transfer Molding (VARTM) and Resin 
Transfer Molding (RTM). VARTM is used for larger volumes, while RTM is used for thinner parts. 
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FIBER REINFORCEMENT TECHNIQUES 
There are five important fiber reinforcement techniques for producing high-performance composite 
materials: unidirectional continuous fibers (or bundles of fibers), long fiber combinations (aligning long or 
short fibers with low orientation angles in a parent matrix), woven fabric mats (multiaxial fiber 
alignment; application of unidirectional fabric mats, such as +/, [±1]S, etc.), discontinuous short fibers 
(chopped fibers), and 3-D fiber networks (3-D woven fabric structure for high-performance composites). 
Fiber selection usually depends on the application and benefits of fiber modification regarding the fiber-
matrix interphase. It is worth noting that the fiber type, as well as the fiber volume and orientation in the 
matrix, all affect the structural integrity and mechanical properties of composites. Graphene, as a new-
generation advanced fiber material, can also be used to design and manufacturing process fibers for high-
performance composites under unique and attentive attention [7]. Different combinations of fibers have 
been used to reinforce polymers as a function of a combination of environmental conditions, cost, and 
other factors. A universally consistent combination is 60/40 fiber types, with 60 wt% of the reinforcing 
fibers being glass fibers and the remaining 40 wt% of the reinforcing fibers being carbon. Glass fibers 
tend to be cheaper than aramids and have a broad variety of applications in which considerable strength is 
not necessary. Carbon fibers, on the other hand, allow a composite to be lightweight and provide large 
quantities of strength and rigidity. They are frequently used in sports equipment, aerospace engineering, 
and the automotive and pressure container industries [8]. 

RESIN INFUSION METHODS 
Resin infusion is a process for creating composite materials with tailored properties. There are two main 
methods: vacuum assisted resin infusion (VARI) and resin transfer molding (RTM). VARI has a lower 
void content and is easier for curing pre-impregnated fabrics. RTM materials have higher fiber volume 
fraction and increased strength. The compositions for VARI and RTM composites have spacing factors of 
3.68 and 1.66 respectively. VARI allows for a wider range of thicknesses and creating bilayer and 
multilayer composites. However, VARI is difficult and expensive for ultra-lightweight and thick materials 
[9]. RTM produces lightweight composites faster than VARI, but needs lower resin viscosity for 
sequential impregnation. Resin infusion rate and pressure are important for desired thickness. Resin 
infusion methods affect properties of composite materials. VARI has lower void content than RTM. 
PDFPARI composites have lower void percentages. RTM has higher void contents due to lower 
temperatures. VARI has thinner fiber spacing patterns. RTM operates with thicker fibers and lower 
theoretical values. Porous structures remain consistent regardless of resin infusion. Compressions during 
infusion and post-curing change CW composite's structures. 

DESIGN AND ANALYSIS OF COMPOSITE STRUCTURES 
Composite materials continue to be used extensively in the aerospace industry to assure a composite 
structure's performance throughout design and service life. The design and analysis of composite 
structures are essential for this purpose. The mechanical and physical properties of composites are 
described and predicted based on the composite's constituents, layout, fabrication, geometrical factors, 
boundary conditions, existing defects, and component stress. Fracture, failure, and strength are affected 
by these factors, so careful design and analysis are necessary to identify potential failures and minimize 
them [10]. An integrated-system approach is followed for airframe structural design, covering 
component concept and preliminary design, analysis and detailed design, and material and process 
selection. Certifications with detailed steps outline strict requirements. Composite in-flight damage tests 
demonstrate compliance with stringent code requirements. Analysis methodologies predict airframe 
static, dynamic, and interlaminar fracture strengths under in-service loads. Verification techniques reduce 
uncertainty. Novel methods in load analysis optimize configurations considering load reduction and 
preventive maintenance. Experience enhances the ability to analyze and predict in-service performance, 
resulting in confidence in certifications and failure prevention. Traditionally, orthotropic layer materials 
such as composites have been used in maintenance attempts to fabricate aircraft with straight and curved 
regimes checked on the surface of an extreme curve. Increasingly, composite components are also being 
fabricated to introduce joints on surfaces of extreme curves. 

APPLICATIONS IN THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY 
Composites are the preferred materials for applications requiring superior properties and lighter weight. 
The aerospace industry extensively uses composites for high-performance, safe, and affordable designs. 
Carbon fiber reinforced polymers are used for primary structures like fuselage and wings. Composites are 
also utilized for secondary structures, crew deck floors, and armor in space and combat aircraft. Several 
satellites are designed with a 100% composite structure or metal composite. The nose of a military cruise 
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missile is made of composites to prevent radar detection. Business and general aviation aircraft fuselage 
and wings are made up of advanced composite materials to improve efficiency and flight performance, 
including the Boeing 787 Dreamliner and Airbus A380, A350XWB, A330, etc. Thermal protection 
systems (TPSs), such as thermal barriers, tiles, prefabricated insulation, ceramic insulation layers, and 
insulating blankets, are made of advanced composite materials. Wind tunnel models and test articles are 
made of graphite/epoxy composites, and their dimensions are only a fraction of the actual size to improve 
wind tunnel measurement and evaluation. The above-mentioned applications have resulted in improving 
the mechanical properties, corrosion resistance, as well as enhancing interfacial bonding between fibers 
and polymers, and have also increased the use of these advanced composite materials for aerospace 
applications [11]. 

CONCLUSION 
Advanced composite materials have become indispensable in the aerospace industry due to their 
exceptional properties, such as high strength-to-weight ratios, durability, and resistance to environmental 
degradation. The use of composites, particularly carbon fiber-reinforced polymers, has significantly 
improved the performance and efficiency of aerospace structures. The continued development of 
innovative manufacturing techniques like RTM and VARI ensures that composites will play an even 
more prominent role in future aerospace applications. As the demand for lighter, stronger, and more 
efficient materials grows, the integration of advanced composites will continue to expand, driving 
advancements in aerospace engineering and contributing to safer, more reliable, and cost-effective 
aerospace designs. 

REFERENCES 
1. Muhammad A, Rahman MR, Baini R, Bakri MK. Applications of sustainable polymer composites 

in automobile and aerospace industry. InAdvances in sustainable polymer composites 2021 Jan 1 
(pp. 185-207). Woodhead Publishing. [HTML] 

2. Nagaraju SB, Priya HC, Girijappa YG, Puttegowda M. Lightweight and sustainable materials 
for aerospace applications. InLightweight and Sustainable Composite Materials 2023 Jan 1 (pp. 
157-178). Woodhead Publishing. [HTML] 

3. Norkhairunnisa M, Chai Hua T, Sapuan SM, Ilyas RA. Evolution of aerospace composite 
materials. InAdvanced composites in aerospace engineering applications 2022 Feb 21 (pp. 367-
385). Cham: Springer International Publishing. [HTML] 

4. Kumar A, Vichare O, Debnath K, Paswan M. Fabrication methods of metal matrix composites 
(MMCs). Materials Today: Proceedings. 2021. [HTML] 

5. Khare M, Kaur P, Ali S, Kumari A, Tuti ES, Govindan R. Design and Analysis of Fixed Wing 
Based on Strength-To-Weight Ratio. InInternational Conference on Mechanical Engineering 
2023 Sep 1 (pp. 331-341). Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore. [HTML] 

6. Sreejith M, Rajeev RS. Fiber reinforced composites for aerospace and sports applications. Fiber 
Reinforced Composites. 2021. [HTML] 

7. Maiti S, Islam MR, Uddin MA, Afroj S, Eichhorn SJ, Karim N. Sustainable fiber‐reinforced 
composites: a Review. Advanced Sustainable Systems. 2022 Nov;6(11):2200258. wiley.com 

8. Bhandari A. Fiber Reinforced Silicone. 2020. theseus.fi 
9. Ayatollahi S. Effect of process parameters on the mechanical properties of carbon fiber epoxy 

composites by wet compression molding. 2023. uwo.ca 
10. Tiwary A, Kumar R, Chohan JS. A review on characteristics of composite and advanced materials 

used for aerospace applications. Materials Today: Proceedings. 2022. [HTML] 
11. Williams I, Dahlgren M, Roberts TG, Karako T. Boost-Phase Missile Defense. Center for 

Strategic and International. 2022 Jun 24. csis.org 

 

 
 

 

CITATION: Kaggwa Anthony P. Advanced Composite Materials for Aerospace Applications. 

Research Output Journal of Engineering and Scientific Research, 2024 3(2): 1-4 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128203385000084
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B978032395189000007X
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-88192-4_18
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214785321033526
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-97-3874-8_29
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128210901000235
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/adsu.202200258
https://www.theseus.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/335815/Degree_Thesis_Amar_Bhandari.pdf?sequence=2
https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=11865&context=etd
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214785321046666
https://missilethreat.csis.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/220624_Williams_BoostPhase_MissileDefense.pdf

